NCA 19-141
CLASSIFICATION: #19. ELECTIONS

A LAW OF THE MUSCOGEE (CREEK) NATION AMENDING MCNCA TITLE 19 § 7406. ENTITLED "Watchers; appointments and duties," §§ 8-202. ENTITLED"
Petition for recount; filing fee; service of notice" AND 8-203. ENTITLED "Conduct
of recount; duties of Supreme Court Justices" AND CREATING NEW LAW BY
ADDING § 12-119. ENTITLED "Unlawful solicitation and collection of absentee
ballot"

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation:
SECTION ONE.

FINDINGS.

The National Council finds that:

A.
A Primary Election was held on September 21, 2019, for the Office of
Principal Chief, the Office of Second Chief, and for National Council (Seat A) seats.
B.
On September 27, 2019, a Petition for Recount was filed with the
Muscogee (Creek) Nation Election Board seeking a recount of only absentee ballots for
the Office of Principal Chief.

C.
In accordance with the recount procedures provided in MCNCA Title 19, §
8-203, a quorum of the Supreme Court Justices were present with the Election Board
on October 5, 2019, in the Auditorium of the Mound Building to hear evidence and to
make a determination whether the absentee ballots were properly preserved in the
manner required under Title 19.

D.
After hearing evidence and investigating the absentee ballot transfer
cases, the Supreme Court issued an Order and Opinion finding that the transfer cases
failed to meet the minimum security standards placed on ballot boxes under MCNCA
Title 19, § 3-111 and that there were inadequate security measures in place for the
absentee ballots. The Court then determined that the entire election for all offices will

be deemed null and void, even though the recount petition only pertained to the Office
of Principal Chiefs election.
E.
In its Opinion and Order, the Supreme Court specifically noted that it was
interpreting the current language in MCNCA Title 19, § 8-203 (as amended by NCA 11133) as a requirement that the entire election must be null and void, and that if the intent
for a new election was to be limited to only the race falling under the recount petition,
then the National Council should make that clarification.

